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Labor security  
Dairy farms face a shortage of workers and our farms have come to rely more on immigrant
labor. There needs to be a way for farmers to protect their existing workforce while also having
opportunities to hire new foreign workers who are legally authorized to work. The current 
agriculture visa only permits seasonal employment. A new long-term agricultural worker visa is
needed. Ideally, this new visa would be an option to move all existing workers to a legal status and
would allow for the easy recruitment of new foreign-born workers as needed. We are encouraged 
by the House of Representatives passage of a comprehensive ag workforce bill. The Senate must 
follow suit to ensure agriculture has the workers necessary to continue to provide a safe and 
affordable food supply. 

Better access to global markets 
It is no coincidence that record milk prices coincided with strong dairy exports and that a steep
price decline followed the contraction of exports. One of the best things the dairy community can
do to ensure higher and more stable pricing is to grow our place in the global market. Edge looks 
forward to the realizing gains from the recently implemented U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement 
(USMCA) and Japan agreement. However, we cannot stop there. Moving forward, Edge wants to 
see the negotiation of new trade agreements with key partners that do not discriminate against 
our products. We should also be strongly pursuing the exploration of new potential marketplaces 
for our safe and nutritious dairy products. 

Farm policy that works for dairy farmers
Federal dairy programs can greatly affect our farmers’ ability to earn a living. They want to utilize
tools our government provides for success, but it is important these programs do not waste our
farmers’ or the nation’s resources. Edge has pushed to re-evaluate dairy risk management programs
to ensure they work well and are easy for all types of farmers to use. We also want to see how the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) can continue to work with farmers to address challenges as 
they arise. Throughout the coronavirus health emergency, Edge appreciated USDA’s willingness to 
provide farmers the needed flexibility and resources to combat the effects caused by COVID-19. 

Partnering with EPA for sensible regulations
Since its creation, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has helped to protect and improve
the environment. But, it also has created some burdensome regulations. Edge has long fought
for reasonable, science-based regulations and urged EPA and others to consider the increased
burden that proposed rules could place on businesses like our farms. Agency leadership 
and elected officials needs to see agriculture as a partner rather than the enemy in meeting 
environmental goals. 

Stopping the mislabeling of plant-based dairy imitations 
Plant-based products that are wrongly labeled as milk, cheese or ice cream are increasingly 
common. There may be room for a variety of products in the 
marketplace, but it is wrong to mislead customers. The dairy 
community should ensure that the public understands how these 
new items are nutritionally inferior. Some of these non-dairy imitations 
already violate existing labeling laws. Edge wants the U.S. Food and 
Drug  Administration (FDA) to enforce the law so customers are 
protected and dairy foods are not unfairly disadvantaged. We believe 
lawmakers should work to ensure FDA acts; therefore, Edge strongly 
support legislative efforts to prompt this change.    
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